Resurfacing denuded areas of the beard with full thickness scalp grafts.
Reconstruction of a beard-bearing area, such as the upper lip, necessitates hair-bearing grafts no thicker than a full thickness skin graft, in order to allow for normal movement. In the normal scalp, however, most of the follicles reach into the subcutaneous fat. By preoperative epilation it seems possible to induce the catagen phase of the hair cycle during which the follicles migrate into the corium and thus will be transplanted as complete morphological units. The clinical results support this concept.